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2023-2024 SPEAKER SERIES
NOV 2023 – MAY 2024

Adapting the WEAI across Innovation Labs:     
Pro-WEAI to WEFI, WELI, and beyond

JOIN THE 2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT:
https://psu.zoom.us/j/96371370532?pwd=UG5CYlJiUmpGRll4NlNJ

SmxPRndxdz09&from=addon

8AM PST  ●  10AM CST  ●  11AM EST  ●  4PM CAT  ●  8PM DHAKA 

  

Gender Affinity 
Community of Practice
FEED THE FUTURE INNOVATION LABS
Co-Chairs: Janelle Larson PhD (Horticulture IL), Kathleen Ragsdale PhD (Fish IL, Soybean IL)



DATE SPEAKER* ORGANIZATION IL AFFILIATION PRESENTATION TOPICS*

TUE 14 NOV

Kathy Colverson1 

Alessandra Galie2 

Immaculate Omondi2

1University of Florida 
2International Livestock 

Research Institute (ILRI)

Livestock 

Systems IL

Adapting the WEAI into the Women’s Empowerment in 

Livestock Index (WELI)

TUE 12 DEC Hazel Malapit
International Food Policy 

Research Institute (IFPRI)
— Matching the WEAI to the Project: Part 1

TUE 9 JAN Hazel Malapit IFPRI —
Matching the WEAI to the Project: Part 2–The Pro-WEAI 

and A-WEAI

TUE 13 FEB

Kathleen Ragsdale1 

Netsayi Mudege2

Mary Read-Wahidi1

1Mississippi State 

University
2WorldFish

Fish IL, 

Soybean IL

Adapting the WEAI into the Women’s Empowerment in 

Fisheries Index (WEFI) for Zambia 

TUE 12 MAR Janelle Larson Penn State University
Horticulture 

IL, CETC IL

Adapting the WEAI for Co-Wives in Polygynous 

Households in Ghana

TUE 9 APR
Cheryl Doss1

Deborah Rubin2

1Tufts University
2Cultural Practice, LLC

—
Mixed methods in the WEAI and Pro-WEAI: Examples 

from selected country studies

TUE 14 MAY Daniel Sumner ACDI-VOCA IPM IL Intra-household decision-making in Cambodia

*20-minute PowerPoint presentation followed by Q/A session
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Feed the Future Innovation Labs, and the American people for their generous support of 

the Gender Affinity Community of Practice. The contents are the responsibility of the CoP and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.
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Janelle Larson PhD [she/her]

Associate Professor, Agricultural Economics

Head, Division of Engineering, Business and Computing

The Pennsylvania State University

Gender Specialist, Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Horticulture 

Gender Specialist, Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Current and 

Emerging Threats to Crops 

Co-Chair, Gender Affinity Community of Practice (CoP),                              

Feed the Future Innovation Labs

Email: jbl6@psu.edu

Kathleen Ragsdale PhD MA [she/her]

Research Professor, Social Science Research Center

Mississippi State University

Director, Gender Impacts Lab 

Gender Impacts Lead, Feed the Future Soybean Innovation Lab for Value 

Chain Research (2013-present) 

Gender Specialist, Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Fish (2018-2023)

Co-Chair, Gender Affinity Community of Practice (CoP), Feed the                                           

Future Innovation Labs

Email: Kathleen.Ragsdale@ssrc.msstate.edu     

FEED THE FUTURE INNOVATION LABS

BECOME A GENDER AFFINITY COP MEMBER TODAY! JOIN US AT: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13LRmRTf08oEI9hzD48Dql9TP2y7WfI2sH1Hgapkg9_4/edit  

https://horticulture.ucdavis.edu/
https://plantvillage.psu.edu/cetcil
https://plantvillage.psu.edu/cetcil
https://genderimpactslab.ssrc.msstate.edu/
https://www.soybeaninnovationlab.illinois.edu/
https://www.soybeaninnovationlab.illinois.edu/
https://www.fishinnovationlab.msstate.edu/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13LRmRTf08oEI9hzD48Dql9TP2y7WfI2sH1Hgapkg9_4/edit


FEED THE FUTURE INNOVATION LABS
Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Animal Health Washington State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Applied Wheat Genomics Kansas State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Climate Resilient Cereals Kansas State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Crop Improvement Cornell University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Current & Emerging Threats to Crops The Pennsylvania State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Processing and Post-Harvest Handling Purdue University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Safety Purdue University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Security Policy Research, Capacity and Influence Michigan State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Systems for Nutrition Tufts University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Fish Mississippi State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Genomics to Improve Poultry University of California, Davis

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Horticulture University of California, Davis

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Integrated Pest Management Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State U 

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Irrigation and Mechanization Systems University of Nebraska 

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Legume Systems Research Michigan State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Livestock Systems University of Florida

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Markets, Risk and Resilience University of California, Davis

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Peanut University of Georgia

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for the Reduction of Post-Harvest Loss Kansas State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Small-Scale Irrigation Texas A&M University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Sorghum and Millet Kansas State University

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Soybean Value Chain Research University of Illinois

Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Sustainable Intensification Kansas State University

https://www.ilri.org/research/projects/feed-future-animal-health-innovation-lab
http://www.k-state.edu/wheat-innovation-lab/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-26-2023-united-states-announces-79-million-expand-research-feed-future?utm_campaign=Oct2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ilci.cornell.edu/
https://plantvillage.psu.edu/cetcil
https://ag.purdue.edu/ipia/fpl
https://ag.purdue.edu/food-safety-innovation-lab/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/prci/
https://foodsystemsnutrition.org/
https://www.fishinnovationlab.msstate.edu/
http://gip.ucdavis.edu/
https://horticulture.ucdavis.edu/
https://ipmil.cired.vt.edu/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/oct-26-2023-united-states-announces-79-million-expand-research-feed-future?utm_campaign=Oct2023&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.canr.msu.edu/legumelab/
http://livestocklab.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://basis.ucdavis.edu/
http://ftfpeanutlab.caes.uga.edu/
http://www.k-state.edu/phl/
http://ilssi.tamu.edu/
http://www.k-state.edu/smil/
http://soybeaninnovationlab.illinois.edu/
http://www.k-state.edu/siil


www.feedthefuture.gov
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